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plitting their time between Southern
California and Auckland, the owners of this
house — New Zealand natives who are parents
of five and grandparents to a growing brood —
decided it was time to re-imagine their home,
which was originally designed by Cheshire
Architects almost 20 years ago. The objective?
A space that welcomes all generations, that
can accommodate their growing family and
friendship circle, and where they can display
their extensive collection of Maori artefacts and
contemporary New Zealand art.

founded with his sisters Suzie and Rachel. ‘The
original vertical orientation broke the program
up between different levels, while the new
addition allows the owners to live mainly on
one level with access to the beautiful park-like
garden outside, so they have increased flexibility
between indoor and outdoor living.’

‘The original house was a lantern-like tower
on a clifftop escarpment overlooking the sea
below,’ says architect Pip Cheshire, whose
firm was called on again to update its original
design. ‘New additions take advantage of land
purchases to increase the living area and stretch
it out towards the northern sun, and incorporate
a new garden and folly at the northern boundary.’

Key to the project was incorporating materials
that create harmony and visual interest. ‘Some
of our colour choices were driven by the existing
materials in the original part of the home,’
explains David. ‘The light stone walls, wood
and concrete floors, oak cabinetry, and zinc- and
nickel-plated detailing were all influences. But
rather than creating a replica of the original, we
allowed ourselves to push the materials further.’
The spaces are also adorned with leather,
Venetian plaster, flame-sprayed steel panelling
and honed Calacatta Vagli marble, all of which
combine in a refined way.

An upper storey, a new 150-square-metre dining
and living space, a 100-square-metre master
bedroom suite, a spacious guest suite, and a
service workshop and storage space helped to
transform the entire structure. ‘The entrance is
now located at the link between old and new
buildings, and opens into a double-height space,
with the water and island beyond visible through
a large pohutukawa tree,’ explains Cheshire.

‘The colour palette of the furnishings was
inspired by the surrounding nature,’ Suzie Lucas
adds. ‘We wanted the textures and colours to
feel as though they could blend right into the
landscape. The silver-green of the underside of
a pohutukawa leaf was an important thread that
we wove through the palette in various forms, be
it the walls, the accents in rugs or a basis from
which to select complementary colours.’

Seattle-based Lucas Design Associates was
tasked with the interior design. ‘The most
interesting element of the addition is how it
changes the way the house functions,’ says
David Lucas, creative director of the studio he

With these sensitive additions to the late 20thcentury architectural influence, the sculptural
home has become an artwork in itself and clearly
engages with the site, highlighting an evolving
narrative with the ocean and cliff side.
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